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Program combines
paddle-making,
photography

By Dave Baxter

A single project is combining pad-
dle-making and photography as a
way of connecting students with their
culture at Lockport School.

Eight teens from the local school
who identify as First Nations or Métis
are taking part in what is a joint effort
between Tillikum Lens and the Cana-
dian Canoe Museum.

The students spent four evenings
last week building handmade canoe
paddles that they will keep and use
on a canoe trip this spring.

Each student was also lent a Sony
camera through the Tillikum Lens
program to document a week in their
lives. Students could document what-
ever they chose, including the time
they spent building paddles.

Grade 9 student Will Miller is one of
the students taking part in the project
and believes it’s important for a num-
ber of reasons.

“Iam from a Métis background and I
wanted to be part of this project from
the start,” Miller said.”I thought it was
a good opportunity to learn about
making paddles, but also to learn
about aboriginal culture.

“I feel it is something my ancestors
did and now I'm doing it, so it puts
me back in time into their world and
it makes me feel proud of myself and
where I come from.”

The students have been invited to
the upcoming Silver Canoe Dinner
in Winnipeg on Feb. 19 during Fes-
tival du Voyager, where each of their
paddles and one of their pictures will
be displayed. Miller has been asked to
speak to the crowd at the event.

“I feel a bit nervous, but I mostly feel
proud I'll be able to speak on behalf
of everyone in this group,”Miller said.

Mark Blieske, a retired teacher who
taught in the Lord Selkirk School Di-
vision for 36 years, has spent years
teaching students how to build canoe
paddles and has taken them on count-
less canoe trips.

Blieske was personally asked to run
the project at Lockport School and
likes how the paddle building and
photography are being blended to-
gether.

“They are given a good lesson in
using the camera and then they take
them home for the week and do a
photo journal of a week in their life,
and a lot of them are documenting
their paddle building, so they work
well together,” Blieske said.“It’s great
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ABOVE LEFT: Lockport School students Taylor Stewart
and Hunter Gamache work on sanding a handmade
paddle at Lockport School last Thursday. The project
is combining paddle-making with photography as a
way of connecting students with their indigenous

Culture. ABOVE RIGHT: Will

Miller works on his

handmade paddle at Lockport School last Thursday.
RIGHT: Mark Blieske works with student Autumn

Hardwick as she builds her paddle.

“IT MAKES ME FEEL

PROUD OF MYSELF

AND WHERE | COME
FROM.”

because they can document their lives
and it’s a really great way for them to
learn to express themselves and what
their interests are.”

The project has been done in other
provinces, but Blieske said this is the
first time it has been done in central
Canada.

Students from a wide range of socio-
economic and cultural backgrounds
are taking part and Blieske wants
them to get in touch with the past.

“More and more
people are losing
that identity and
we want to bring
that back, so that’s
huge for these
kids.”

Blieske said at
first he wasn’t
sure how the stu-
dents would em-
brace the project,
but they are now
fully into it.

“They have the
paddles and they
are waiting here
at the door at 3:30
p.m., often with
paddle in one
hand and camera
in the other.”
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Paddle project making waves at Lockport School
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Cheaper 0il, Weaker Dollar — Threat or Opportunity?
(Submitted by Dan Bush) Increased production and drilling coupled
with new efficiency measures, stockpiles of unused oil and weakening global
demand have driven the cost of oil down signifi @ntly. The weakness in
oil prices has also weakened the Canadian dollar because, as a significant
supplier, our dollar is closely connected to the price of oil.

With oil down and the loonie down plus other current economic ups and
downs you may be concerned about your portfolio and its performance. The
question is: Are cheaper oil and a weaker dollar a threat to your portfolio or an
opportunity? And the answer is: It depends on your reaction to them.

If you react by jumping in and out of the market, trying to dump losers and
find winners; if you react by selling out at big losses and sitting on the cash;
if you react by chasing other forms of ‘investment’ like coins and gold that are
generally not considered to be sources of a stable retirement income; if you
react in any of these ways, that’s the threat to your portfolio.

It's called emotional investing and that ‘strategy’ doesn’t pay, it costs. The
market does what it does — sometimes it’s up, sometimes it's down and often
it's volatile.

That's one face of creating investment opportunity. Two others are effective
asset allocation through a carefully selected and properly diversified mix of
assets and dollar cost averaging, the strategy of buying a stock or fund on a
regular basis, regardless of the stock or fund price — the price of your stock
or fund averages out over time and you are always participating in the market
s0 you will never miss out on periods of strong returns.

There are many other proven ‘opportunities’ for growing your wealth and
funding a comfortable retirement — and they should all be wrapped into a
comprehensive financial plan tailored precisely to your unique needs. Talk to
your professional advisor about best financial strategies for you.

This column, written and published by Investors Group Financial
Services Inc. (in Québec - a Financial Services Firm), and Investors
Group Securities Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial Planning)
presents general information only and is not a solicitation to buy
or sell any investments. Contact your own advisor for specific
advice about your circumstances. For more information on this
topic please contact your Investors Group Consultant.
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